
GIANT STRIDES IN KENYA AS KAPUTIEI 
FOLLOWS KOMA ROCK ACHIEVEMENT 

Norwegian Prime Minister praises self-help strategy 
Women workers produce blocks & tiles for 800 houses in 18 months 

The thriving Koma Rock 
residential suburb to the 
east of Nairobi has now 
become a congenial 
settlement with some of 
the earliest houses in 
occupation for over 15 
years. 
JPA technologies played 
an important part in the 
construction history with 
over a million roof tiles 
made using Parry vibrating 
tables and moulds to roof 
the majority of houses. 
Over a decade later the 
story continues with many of the 
machines and workers now 
transferred to the site of a complete 
new town called ‘Kaputiei’, named 
after one of the branches of the Masai 
tribe which lives in the vicinity. 
The project is being organised by Jamii 
Bora, a community-based organisation 
that provides micro-finance, 
mortgages and other support to small 
enterprises in Kenya. 
During his recent visit to Kenya, 
Norway’s Prime Minister Mr Kjell 
Magne Bondevik praised the design of 

the Kaputiei project and the fact that 
ordinary people were so fully engaged 
in the construction process. 
The nicest place to live around 
Nairobi, page 3 

Guest houses in Rumbek, Southern 
Sudan, built by Africa Expeditions 

using traditional materials  

PROBLEMS AT OFEX RAISE 
ISSUE OF PPM SHARE 

QUOTATION 
The OFEX market on which PPM shares 
are traded was itself in a state of some 
uncertainty in the early autumn, resulting 
in changes in directors and recruitment 
of a new chief executive, Mr Simon 
Brickles.  Mr Brickles, a person of some 
standing, was formerly head of AIM. 
Unlike some other companies, PPM Ltd – 
though concerned about the ‘bad’ press 
– decided to maintain its membership of 
OFEX.  As we are engaged in attracting 
new investors at a crucial time in our 
company’s development, we are 
particularly interested by OFEX’s proposal 
to ‘showcase’ companies in our position.  
Such a move returns OFEX to its original 
position which was particulary suited to 
the needs of promising start-up 
ventures. 

• Royal personage takes a ride, p7 
• Snakes & ladders with Network 

Rail, p4 
• Angola project orders more equip-
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• New JPA website produces surge 

of enquiries, p7 
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Block making factory producing over 2000 blocks a 
day using Parry Multivibes and steel moulds 

DfT ANNOUNCES SUPPORT 
FOR NEW LIGHTER FORMS 

JPM Parry & Associates Ltd are actively 
seeking an involvement in the peace 
process following the North-South war in 
the Sudan (not to be confused with the 
situation in Darfur). Full story, page 6 

Surprise statement at meeting of 
Public Accounts Committee raises 

prospect for several schemes in 
‘LTP2’ programme 

Following the National Audit Office’s 
report into light rail, published in April this 
year, which criticised the reluctance to 
embrace technical innovation, the House 
of Commons Public Accounts Committee 
called a hearing on November 10th.
The Department for Transport was 
represented by its most senior civil 
servant, Permanent Secretary David 
Rowlands, who endured criticism from 
the committee on the relative high cost 
and poor performance of UK light rail 
schemes compared with those in 
Continental Europe.   
When the point about innovation was 
raised, Mr Rowlands’s response was that 
the DfT wished to explore the potential of, 
for instance, the ‘ULR’ concept.  The DfT 
is now prepared to receive submissions 
for a number of smaller schemes of this 
kind in the next phase of the Local 
Transport Plan process (‘LTP2’). 



Comment CAN ‘THE EASIEST JOB IN THE WORLD’ 
BECOME THE MOST USEFUL? 
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A large part of the aid Britain now gives 
to developing countries goes either in 
the form of contributions to 
international bodies such as the World 
Bank, the UN or the EU, or in ‘budget 
support’ to governments of beneficiary 
countries.  The idea is to enable these 
governments to implement policies 
which are conducive to balanced 
development.  Sounds good!  Gone are 
the days of practical projects carried out 
by experienced and well-motivated 
officials, volunteers and contractors in 
the framework of ‘best value for money’ 
policies; gone also is the concept of 
‘tied aid’, by which goods and services 
which the aid recipient needed to import 
would be sourced preferentially from the 
UK, thus returning to the UK economy a 
benefit from money provided by the 
British taxpayer.  Broad is the smile of 
many a minister of an African, Asian and 
Central American country with which 
Britain ‘co-operates’ (i.e. provides 
money to) on learning that the 
opportunity exists for British aid money 
to be spent wherever they like.  Four 
BMWs in the drive of the family home is 
not unusual according to one recent 
report. 
In states where central leadership is 
weak and ‘presents’ to public servants 
are the norm, it hardly raises an 
eyebrow if ministers and officials pocket 
some of the money that passes through 
their hands.  You are funded for a silk 
purse but buy a pig’s ear instead and 
use the difference for a new house, say, 
perhaps to maintain prestige alongside 
your colleagues.  Meanwhile, filling the 
seats in the aircraft once occupied by 
project personnel, we now have 

accountants, economists and 
management consultants sent out to try 
to trace money which never quite got to 
where it was supposed to go. 
A former Secretary of State for 
International Development, Clare Short, 
was quoted (perhaps in jest) as 
describing her task as ‘the easiest job in 
the world’, which handing out money 
might appear to be.  But where is the 
legitimacy of a strategy that turns our 
overseas development programme into 
the fat boy in the playground with a 
pocket full of sweets?  
What a sane development programme 
should be offering is not bounty at the 
disposal of ministers but livelihoods for 
the poor.  It is all very well for experts 
here to tell us that we live in a post-
industrial age (post-industrious, more 
like!); what the poor need (if they are 
not to up and seek their fortune in 
richer lands) is skills training and 
equipment.  Take the Singer sewing 
machine: this simple piece of 
equipment, backed by the training 
schools set up by the company, has 
provided many times more livelihoods 
for the poor than Oxfam will ever do.  
This surely is the example of 
development productivity that all those 
in the business should be aiming at.  
But apparently not: for the gentle folk of 
Palace Street this is mere ‘trade’ and of 
no concern to them. 
If it were recognised that some ‘trade’ is 
highly developmental in character, 
especially in helping the poor, then a 
case for using part of the aid budget to 
enhance the effectiveness of the trade 
could easily be made.  For example, 
finance could be provided for technical 

support beyond what can 
strictly be borne by 
commercial transactions.  
This could free 
experienced visiting staff 
to embed technology 
more effectively and to promote further 
livelihood-creating activities, leading 
perhaps to the opening of new markets 
for the products of beneficiary 
communities in the donor countries.  
Reciprocal trade. 
DfID, by seeing overseas development 
as primarily a government-to-
government activity and not respecting 
the role of business ventures on the 
smaller scale, is not seeing the trees for 
the wood. 
It will not be possible, finally, to avoid 
the question of legitimacy.  Taxpayers 
have an image of officials, charities, 
volunteers and specialist firms such as 
ours working closely together to bring 
benefit where it is most needed.  What if 
the reality were exposed: that the UK’s 
development ministry is uninterested in 
practical programmes but diffuses its 
funds through governments and 
international organisations, few of which 
can give any but the vaguest account of 
how the money has been spent? 
Steps to improve governance are of 
course a good thing and no-one should 
challenge this aspect of overseas 
development policy, but why not at least 
in part go back to a role of intervening 
as directly as possible where it will be 
most useful? 
And most admired. 

Cradley Heath, November 2004 

By John Parry 



KOMA ROCK TO 
KAPUTIEI 

A continuing Kenyan success story 
During his visit to Kenya in early 
November, JPA Chairman John Parry 
spent a sunny Sunday looking around 
the Koma Rock Estate, construction of 
which began in the 1980s and which 
has matured as a residential suburb 
on the east of Nairobi.  Though 
occupied by people from all walks of 
life, Koma Rock is notable for its 
community spirit.  Not the least of the 
factors is the knowledge that the roof 
tiles that can be seen on the houses in 
the pictures were made by the local 
‘Humama’ group women who used to 
reside in a shanty town in the same 
location. 

Left: Two– and three-
bedroom houses along a 
typical Koma Rock street 
Below: Children can play 
in a ‘village’ arrangement 
of cul-de-sac groups of 
houses 

Local residents Madeleine and Claris (above), 
asked for their views, said that Koma Rock is 
the ‘nicest place to live in Nairobi’.  Not 
everyone is from Kenya: Joseph and John 
(above right, facing camera) are from across 
the border in Sudan.  They praised the security 
and community spirit of the Koma Rock 
neighbourhood.  The fact that the streets are 
so clean with so little rubbish is a significant 
indication of the sense of pride of the people.  
With over 2,500 houses in freehold ownership, 
it is natural for some houses to be changing 
hands.  The ‘estate agent’s’ board (above 
centre) shows typical prices for a two-bedroom 
house of 1.4 million Kenya shillings (about 
£10,000). 

Koma Rock changed the lives of thousands of 
people for the better.  Slum dwellers living on 
their wits became fully employed workers.  
Now, even though the main phases of 
construction are complete, the Humama 
women’s factory keeps going supplying  
smaller batches of tiles for repairs and 
extensions to buildings.  Mrs Ingrid Munro, an 
architect from Sweden and long-term resident 
of Kenya, organised the original Humama 
enterprise.  When she thought her work was 
done, a large group of people from Mathare 
Valley, Nairobi’s notorious shanty town, came 
to her house and asked her to continue to 
help them.  From this the new Jamii Bora 
organisation was formed and went on to 

arrange a countrywide micro–credit scheme, 
taking deposits from small savers in order to 
buy sufficient land to build a whole new town.  
Two new factories have begun manufacturing 
blocks and tiles on site using Parry machines 
and moulds. 
Work is advanced building the first primary 
school at Kaputiei and plans for the residential 
housing, not dissimilar to Koma Rock, are 
being drawn up.  
Parry Associates are very proud to be involved 
in these remarkable endeavours. 

Page 3 

Koma Rock Street Scene (on top of Beetle photo) 

Houses4Sale 

Koma Rock Beetle 

Koma Rock Two Women 

Koma Rock Dinka 

Kenya Road Construction (under caption) Large stock of roofing tiles, 
sufficient to roof 800 
houses, with factory in the 
background 

Race against time before the rains: 
road builders cutting through the 
heavy clay soil to complete the 

6km feeder road that will connect 
the new town of Kaputiei with the 

Athi River–Namanga road, south of 
Nairobi 



Dear Mr Parry 
Parry People Mover: Experimental 
operation on Stourbridge Branch. 
Thank you for your letter dated 7 October.   
I appreciate your desire to get the Parry 
People Mover into passenger operation as 
quickly as possible and we will do all we 
can to facilitate this aim.  However, there 
are inevitably certain preconditions that 
need to be in place before the vehicle can 
be allowed to operate on what is still part 
of the National Network, and in order to 
avoid any misunderstanding, I felt it would 
be worthwhile to set out Network Rail’s 
position regarding the next stages in 
taking the project forward. 
When any new rail service is proposed, 
Network Rail has a statutory obligation 
under the terms of its Network Licence to 
ensure that the rolling stock is capable of 
safe and reliable operation, that the 
operator is in possession of the relevant 
qualifications and skills and that the 
method of operation accords with all 
relevant safety and regulatory 
requirements.   These conditions apply to 
all train operators on the network, 
regardless of the scale of the proposed 
operation, and are ensured by compliance 
with approvals processes and consents.  
While we can determine the extent to 
which any particular operation needs to 
comply with these requirements, we have 
no authority to waive or otherwise fail to 
adhere to them; indeed, we would leave 
ourselves open to action being taken 
against us by the HSE and Rail Regulator 
should we attempt to do so.   
We have not said that the Parry People 
Mover will not need to comply with the 
Vehicle Acceptance Process; indeed, I 
understand that Bernard Hulland has on 
a number of occasions emphasised that, 
whatever the outcome of the derogation 
submission to HSE, Network Rail will still 
need to satisfy itself that the vehicle 
complies with relevant standards relating 
to such matters as, amongst others, 
crashworthiness, braking capability, fire 
protection, door control, and passenger 
stepping distances.  It is true that, in view 
of the nature of the proposed operation 
and the design characteristics of the 
vehicle, the standards that apply will not 
necessarily be the same as those applied 
to other rolling stock.  It is also true that 
certain parts of the process will not 
necessarily be applicable to the vehicle, 
at least in the context of the proposed 
operation to Stourbridge.  Nevertheless, 
you should understand that a form of 
vehicle acceptance process will need to 
be carried out.   
In setting up the project, Bernard Hulland 

has proposed that the initial phase covers 
two main areas of work: 
1. Completion of the revised application 

for derogation and submission of the 
documents to HSE, and 

2. Identification of the remaining work 
required to approve the experimental 
service, including a resource 
programme and cost estimate.   

The latter will provide all parties with a 
clearer idea of the work required to allow 
the vehicle to operate, the time likely to 
be taken and the cost involved.   
We consider that, following receipt of 
derogation from HSE, at least the 
following items will need to be addressed 
before the vehicle can enter service: 
1. Vehicle Change in accordance with 

Section F of the Network Code.   
2. Vehicle Acceptance on the principles 

outlined above.   
3. Operator certification and Safety 

Case – I understand that Pre Metro 
Operations have already been 
through this process, but we will need 
to formally record and demonstrate 
this to HSE, the Regulator and the 
SRA. 

4. Track Access Agreement – although I 
understand that a draft agreement 
was drawn up some time ago, the 
template form of Track Access 
Agreement has since changed, and 
the document will need to be revised 
to comply with the current standard.   

5. Drafting of Operating Instructions, 
including arrangements for getting 
the vehicle on to the branch, recovery 
arrangements after failure, handover 
and handback of the branch at the 
beginning and end operating day etc. 

6. Identification and design of any 
infrastructure alterations required to 
allow the vehicle to operate.   

7. Network Change in accordance with 
Section G of the Network Code if 
significant infrastructure alterations 
are to be carried out.   

8. Station Change if significant 
alterations to station facilities are to 
be carried out.   

9. Issuing of relevant Notices to 
Operators and others.   

As you rightly point out, the previous 
periods of test running have undoubtedly 
yielded much useful information which 
can be applied to the above processes 
and any others which may be required, 
and some of the work may amount to no 
more than a “tick in the box” to 
demonstrate that it has been considered.  
Notwithstanding this, however, it is clear 
that there is still a significant amount of 
work to be undertaken to get the vehicle 

into service.   
The procedures with which we are 
required to comply will in certain cases be 
subject to minimum periods of 
consultation with other industry members 
as laid down in the Network Code and 
other regulatory documents.  A realistic 
timescale to completion will become 
clearer when we have a better 
understanding of how many of these 
processes will apply, and the production 
of a programme will form an important 
part of the first phase of work.   
Turning to another issue touched upon in 
your letter, the way in which Network Rail 
is funded precludes us from making any 
significant contribution to activities which 
fall outside the description of Operation, 
Maintenance and Renewal (OMR) of the 
network.  Effectively, our income, based 
on the Regulator’s assessment of our 
costs in carrying out these activities, is 
fixed for each 5-year Control Period, and 
we have no means of funding capital 
investment in projects which do not 
clearly contribute towards our OMR 
activities.  Even limiting our contribution 
to management time would result in a 
loss, as those members of staff allocated 
to Third Party projects are funded by 
income generated by those projects, 
rather than being accounted as an 
operating expense. 
Our support for this project therefore has 
to be on the basis of a Commercial 
Agreement whereby you meet our direct 
costs.  A draft Basic Services Agreement 
to cover the first phase of work as 
outlined above has already been sent to 
you, and I understand that you have 
expressed your willingness to enter into it.   
Finally, I would like to make it clear that 
the remit given to my staff is to assist in 
enabling the vehicle to enter experimental 
public service on Sundays for a period of 
up to 12 months.  In order to avoid 
distractions from this objective, we do not 
intend as part of this work to consider any 
future developments such as 7 day a 
week operation of the branch using light 
rail vehicles, extension of the branch as a 
tramway into Stourbridge or moves for 
approval and certification of Parry 
vehicles for use on the main line.  We 
would, of course, be pleased to discuss 
these latter issues with you separately if 
they remain long-term aspirations. 
Yours sincerely 
Richard Kirkman 
Route Commercial Manager 
PPM in the pending tray, opposite page 

AN EARLY CHRISTMAS PRESENT FROM NETWORK RAIL:  
A SNAKES & LADDERS GAME WITH A SHORTAGE OF LADDERS 

The text of the three-page letter dated 18th October from Richard Kirkman, Route Commercial Manager of Network Rail, is set out be-
low in full with the permission of Mr Kirkman.  Copies of the original are available on request. 



If 19th century livery stable specialists were 
asked to advise on the implications of the 
new ‘horseless carriages’ with engines 
replacing horses, they might have assumed 
that fuel, like fodder, would be brought to 
the ‘stable’.  Anticipating versions larger 
than the early cars, they might have 
assumed ‘horseless omnibuses’ would 
have 4 engines to haul greater loads.  
Imagination and foresight applied to 
planning exercises require looking ‘outside 
the box’ but few consultants do this, even 
nowadays.   
In their report “Trains, 
Trams, Tram/Trains” the 
consultants AEA 
Technology Rail stuck to 
their brief to look at the 
existing network, not at the 
prospect of extensions - 
like BOAC’s designers who, 
asked to source a new jet 
aircraft, looked at 
traditional routes where 
many airports had short 
runways.  When the 
beautiful VC10 aircraft 
emerged designed for 
short take off and landing, 
the runways were already 
being extended to take the 
capacious and far more 
economic Boeings.  End of 
VC10! 
JPA was shown the AEA 
report in draft form, and 
pointed out via the client, 
the Association of 
Community Rail 
Partnerships (ACoRP), that changing from 
heavy to light rail on smaller branches – 
including extension of the line where 
possible – would bring about dramatic 
changes in economics and patronage.  In 
Manchester and Croydon, when the change 
was made from heavy rail operation to light 
rail, new passengers arrived in droves!  And 
why was this?  Simple: trams every few 
minutes, many more stops for boarding and 
- crucially -  the trams emerge on to the 
street to distribute their passengers over 5 
or 6 stops instead of a single central 
station. 
The consultants knew this, but the brief is 
the brief and they followed it.  And so we 
are left with a detailed, well documented, 
and attractively presented report which 
stays ‘within the box’.  It concludes for 
instance that remote branches such as 
Looe to Liskeard in Cornwall should remain 
interoperable with the main network 
because occasional direct services should 

be able to run down the main line to 
Plymouth and the vehicles should be able 
to go to railway workshops for maintenance 
– in Cardiff!  Lines are recommended to 
remain interoperable because of the 
possibility of future use for freight.  It is of 
course beyond the wit of man to bring in a 
freight train at night to avoid conflict with 
daytime passenger operations. 
Having been unable to find any good 
reason to bring a freight train down to 
Stourbridge Town, and recognising how far 

the PPM/PMO project had 
advanced, the consultants 
grudgingly accepted that 
this may happen – but 
hardly anywhere else.  And 
what about the 
environmental benefits of 
the change from running a 
41 tonne train, with a huge 
diesel engine, to vehicles a 
quarter the weight and one-
eighth the fuel 
consumption?  Not a word!  
Environmental issues not 
in the brief? 
Meanwhile, in a classic 
case of one hand not 
knowing what the other is 
doing, the Countryside 
Agency, one of ACoRP’s 
sponsors, has just issued a 
well researched handbook 
on reopening railways. 
This seems largely based 

on the Wensleydale 
experience.  Will Pendolinos 
ever go thundering down 

such light railway lines in future?  No 
chance.  More likely the tram-like railcars 
that ACoRP’s consultants waived away as 
“cheap and cheerful”.  Cheerful certainly, 
because cheap-to-operate is more 
sustainable than losing your shirt and 
polluting the environment on every trip. 
The final insult from the consultants is to 
have considered maintenance from the 
heavy railway perspective.  
While a simple local depot can perform all 
the required tasks, they argue the benefits 
of sending the vehicles to be maintained at 
a distant depot.  This wrong assumption 
means that - for this reason alone - they 
must be brought up to comply with Group 
Standards, negating the prospect of weight, 
cost and environmental savings that would 
be possible if they were confined to the 
branch line.  

ACoRP CONSULTANTS LOSE THE PLOT OVER COMMUNITY LINES 
Environmental issues and prospect for extensions ignored in blinkered 

review of rolling stock for secondary lines 

Tired and smoky old diesels: 
a ‘heavy railway’ solution for 

rural branch lines. Who 
cares about the 
environment?  
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Stourbridge service supported by all 
parties... but there's still a catch 
Exasperation mounts in the transport 
industry over the situation where standards 
and derogation issues have prevented the 
timely commencement of the long-awaited 
experimental Sunday service at 
Stourbridge.   It is clearly the wish of the 
controlling authorities that the service 
should be up and running by now - but it's 
not. 

The letter from Network Rail on the 
opposite page at least - for the first time - 
sets out in plain and understandable 
language what the regulatory environment 
requires to be done and makes a 
commitment to co-operate in the process.  
But common sense got left out of the 
equation some time ago. 
While everyone plays musical chairs with 
some places removed following the recent 
White Papers, the 'barriers to innovation' in 

the light rail industry - having been 
identified by the National Audit Office - went 
before the Public Accounts Committee of 
the House of Commons on 10th November.  
The conclusion reached was that both 
private shareholders' and taxpayers’ money 
is jeopardised by the inflexibility of 
officialdom. 
In the meantime, PMO and PPM are 
pushing through the jungle of requirements 
in order to achieve passenger service. 

WENSLEYDALE SEARCH FOR 
SUITABLE ROLLING STOCK TO 

CROSS NATIONAL PARK 
Mr Scott Handley and Wing Cmdr Steve 
Deane, directors of the Wensleydale 
Railway, visited the Chasewater Railway 
on 1st July in order to take a trip on Car 
12.  The WR’s immediate requirement 
was to link their base at Leeming Bar to 
an eastern terminus close to 
Northallerton main line station. 
The Wensleydale Railway is one of 
Britain's most recent new railways, first 
opened for passenger services in 2003.  
It is being developed on a line leased 
from Network Rail to provide a genuine 
local travel service for the communities 
of the Yorkshire Dales. 
The WR currently operates trains over a 
17-mile route from Redmire to Leeming 
Bar, but eventually the line will stretch 
from Northallerton to Garsdale, on the 
Settle-Carlisle line. 
PPM’s environmental advantage 
At the western end of the line, the 
trackbed crosses into the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park, requiring rolling 
stock with minimal intrusion.  PPM 
technology offers low noise and low 
emissions from a self-powered railcar 
with no electrical power infrastructure. 
Flywheel energy storage and a gas prime 

mover give the necessary environmental 
performance.  Line-of-sight operation 
and low-level access, minimising the 
visual intrusion of signals, platforms and 
fencing, would also be possible. 
Although preparations for the 
Stourbridge project prevented the 
release of Car 12, discussions have now 
begun aimed at tracking down funding 
for an 80-passenger vehicle to operate 
on the railway and at establishing the 
environmental case for operations 
through the National Park. 

REGULATION QUAGMIRE KEEPS PPM IN THE ‘PENDING’ TRAY 

Wensleydale Railway invited PPM to 
look at the potential for operating on 
the presently unused section of line 

between Leeming Bar and 
Northallerton. The WR’s road-railer 

was used for the inspection visit 



While the tribal conflict between Arab 
cattle herders and African farmers in 
the Darfur region of Western Sudan 
has been in the news due to extreme 
humanitarian concerns, a much bigger 
war which has been raging between 
North and South for a decade is now 
close to a settlement. 
London-based representatives of the 
SPLM (Sudanese People's Liberation 
Movement - previously known as the 
SPLA ['army']) - have been in regular 
contact with JPA, mindful of the 
enormous task of reconstruction to be 
faced as refugees and former fighters 
return to where their homes used to 
be.  JPA's past experience in mobilising 
the energies of ex-combatants into 
building materials production activities 
has been recognised by the SPLM 
leadership as potentially valuable in 
the post-conflict period. 

The British Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office are being helpful in facilitating 
the peace settlement, which is due to 
be signed in Kenya following the 
meeting in Nairobi of the UN Security 
Council in November.  However, JPA 
and other agencies working in Rumbek 
and elsewhere in the South believe 
that it is essential for the early 
preparation for peace to begin now. 
Some basic accommodation has been 
established at Rumbek, built with 
traditional materials (see picture, page 
1) but the first consignment of 
equipment for permanent construction 
will soon be on its way. 

Dr Justin Yaac Arop, one of the SPLM leaders, during a meeting with JPA 
Chairman John Parry at the SPLM base in Nairobi, Kenya, on 1st November 2004 

PRIVATE INITIATIVE TO GET RECONSTRUCTION 
STARTED IN SOUTHERN SUDAN 

FIGHTING IN NIGERIAN DELTA 
PUTS BUILDING MATERIALS 

PROGRAMME ON HOLD 
Despite all efforts to make contact 
with the programme managers of the 
important livelihoods project in the 
Delta Region of Nigeria (see Parry 
News 39), there is nothing further to 
report. 
Meanwhile, news from this part of the 
country is of strikes and civil violence 
affecting the petroleum industry, 
which may be the cause of the delay. 

ANGOLA 
Ann Bouckaert, Programme Manager for 
IBIS in Angola, has written to JPA with the 
news that Parry roofing techniques have 
been used to complete one school in 
Kwanza Sul province.  Four more schools 
are at different stages of completion, each 
comprising three classrooms for 40 pupils, 
two offices, a veranda and a latrine block.  
Still to go is the rehabilitation of a larger 
school, and the construction of twelve more 
is planned. 
Further roofing tile equipment has now 
been ordered by IBIS to help increase the 
pace of reconstruction. 

MALAWI 
Twelve people (including three women tile 
makers) are now employed at a workshop 
in Mzuzu supplying tiles to the national 
school building programme using locally-
sourced materials.  The workshop is now 
diversifying into other market sectors and 
developing new products.  Kevin Davies of 
the Centre for Appropriate Technology 
Malawi reports that "we have now been 
producing excellent quality tiles for over a 
year, have numerous buildings completed 
and, best of all, some very satisfied 
customers". 

TURKEY 
The project to use Parry building technology 
at the Kerkenes Eco Centre in Turkey has 
reported its success with construction using 
blocks produced by soil block presses 
manufactured in Cradley Heath. 
SOUTH AFRICA 
We are pleased to announce a new 
relationship with a UK/South Africa-based 
company, Southern Marketing Services, 
which specialises in promoting public- and 
private-sector business marketing 
opportunities in southern Africa.  Preliminary 
discussions have covered the potential of both 
building materials and transport products for 
South African cities. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 
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Dr Julian and John 

Angola 

Malawi 

Private house in Malawi built  
with semisheet roof 

Paviors 

Right: The expanding use of concrete paviors for hard surface construction in 
East Africa illustrated by a local road in a western suburb of Nairobi.  JPA’s new 

PI-PC technology makes simple the production of floor and paving products. 
See Technical News, page 8 
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believe that it is essential for the early 
preparation for peace to begin now. 
Some basic accommodation has 
been established at Rumbek, built 
with traditional materials (see picture, 
page 1) but the first consignment of 
equipment for permanent 
construction will soon be on its way. 

PRIVATE INITIATIVE TO GET RECONSTRUCTION 
STARTED IN SOUTHERN SUDAN 

FIGHTING IN NIGERIAN DELTA 
PUTS BUILDING MATERIALS 

PROGRAMME ON HOLD 
Despite all efforts to make contact 
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Delta Region of Nigeria (see Parry 
News 39), there is nothing further to 
report. 
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affecting the petroleum industry, 
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completion, 
each 
comprising 
three 
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for 40 
pupils, two offices, a veranda and a 
latrine block.  Still to go is the 
rehabilitation of a larger school, and the 
construction of twelve more is planned. 
Further roofing tile equipment has now 
been ordered by IBIS to help increase the 
pace of reconstruction. 
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Twelve people (including three women 
tile makers) are now employed at a 
workshop in Mzuzu supplying tiles to the 
national school building programme 
using locally-sourced materials.  The 
workshop is now diversifying into other 
market sectors and developing new 
products.  Kevin Davies of the Centre for 
Appropriate Technology Malawi reports 

that "we have now been producing 
excellent quality tiles for over a year, 
have numerous buildings completed and, 
best of all, some very satisfied 
customers". 
TURKEY 
The project to use Parry building 
technology at the Kerkenes Eco Centre in 
Turkey has reported its success with 
construction using blocks produced by soil 
block presses manufactured in Cradley 
Heath. 
SOUTH AFRICA 
We are pleased to announce a new 
relationship with a UK/South Africa-based 
company, Southern Marketing Services, 
which specialises in promoting public- and 
private-sector business marketing 
opportunities in southern Africa.  
Preliminary discussions have covered the 
potential of both building materials and 
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Dr Justin Yaac Arop, one of the SPLM leaders, during a meeting with JPA 
Chairman John Parry at the SPLM base in Nairobi, Kenya, on 1st November 2004 

Right: The expanding use of concrete paviors for hard surface construction in 
East Africa illustrated by a local road in a western suburb of Nairobi.  JPA’s new 

PI-PC technology makes simple the production of floor and paving products. 
See Technical News, page 8 
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HARD SURFACES AND 
LIGHTER NIGHTS FOR 

SIERRA LEONE 

OSWESTRY TAKES TO 
THE CAMBRIAN TRAM 

PARRY WEBSITES 
CARRY THE MESSAGE 

Parry technology does not generally 
enter into the field of electronics and 
the internet, but the Parry websites 
have become an essential medium for 
communicating with the world. 
Two separate, comprehensive internet 
sites are now running, one each for 
JPA and PPM, linked from a common 
gateway.  Both have been heavily 
updated in recent months, with the 
JPA site radically renewed and 
relaunched in September. 

Gateway: www.parrytech.com 
Information now available from 
www.parryassociates.com includes 
full coverage of the company's 
activities in development, transport 
and energy with detailed coverage of 
issues solved by Parry technology and 
success stories around the world.  The 
ease of obtaining information about 
JPA has been proved by new enquiries 
from around the world. 
On www.parrypeoplemovers.com
visitors can view video footage of Car 
12 in operation and use an interactive 
specification and design tool to 
visualise PPM vehicles for a range of 
applications, as well as getting full 
technical details of railcars and trams 
on the Products page.  A further set of 
information shows how PPM 
technology can help provide improved 
transport to meet local needs. 
Updates for e-mail subscribers 
Both websites are frequently updated 
and so the companies now have 
services to keep people abreast of the 
latest changes and news.  
Subscribers receive regular e-mail 
news giving a summary of recent 
developments. 
If you would like to be on either - or 
both - of the JPA or PPM e-mail update 
lists, just let us know your e-mail 
address and which company interests 
you. 

PPM Car 11 has entered public service 
after the Cambrian Railways Society 
gained HM Railway Inspectorate 
approval. 
A ceremony led by Cllr David Cooper, 
Borough Mayor of Oswestry, on 26th 
September officially launched the 
Sunday passenger service. 
Revenue from the Car 11 operations is 
split between the Society and PPM. 
Allan Pugh, Tram Project Manager, has 
written to PPM to say that they have had 
very positive public feedback since the 
launch of the service.  Accessibility for 
the disabled was especially praised. 

The Resource-Based Materials 
Production Programme in Sierra Leone 
was funded by the Commonwealth 
Secretariat with JPA as co-partners and 
helped rehabilitate ex-combatants and 
provide essential construction materials 
following the country's brutal civil war. 
Included within the programme was the 
town of Bo, in central Sierra Leone.  Very 
active in Bo is a long-term customer of 
JPA, Mr Senesi Fawundu, who managed 
to survive the recent rebellion and 
restart production after peace was 
restored. 
Senesi became interested in obtaining 
another vibrating table and moulds for 
paving bricks, and a UK charity 
generously agreed to fund the purchase 
of his equipment.  The machine and 
moulds are now en route to West Africa. 
Senesi is now interested in installing 
solar powered street lighting in Bo, with 
concrete lamp posts produced on Parry 
vibrating tables.  A project is under 
preparation. 

INSULATING WALL BLOCK 
CONCEPT TO BE FURTHER 

DEVELOPED 
DUKE OF GLOUCESTER 

TAKES A SPIN 
HRH the Duke of Gloucester officially 
opened the Chasewater Railway’s 
heritage museum on 4th November. 

Our good 
friends at 
the 
Railway 
kindly 
provided 
for Car 12 
to be 

prominently displayed and for the line to 
be made available to run.  The Duke 
went for a brief trip and was clearly 
impressed, asking questions about cost 
and application. 
What impressed us was the speed and 
thoroughness of the process under 
which approval was granted for the Royal 
Personage to travel on Car 12.  The three 
weeks that this took compares with three 
years that the humble folk of Stourbridge 
have been waiting to ride on the very 
same vehicle, on a branch of the 
national rail network. 
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AIMS Ltd, a design/inventing company 
working with John Gray Structural 
Engineering in the Isle of Man, has 
produced a new type of walling block that 
provides exceptional levels of thermal 
insulation and easy insertion of 
reinforcement in order to withstand 
earthquakes.  Such building methods are 
of particular interest to countries such as 
Romania and Afghanistan. 
The partnership has already brought the 
development to quite an advanced stage, 
confirming the advantages of ease of 
construction and low cost. 
JPA has been asked to assist in refining 
the manufacturing technology for the 
blocks and to sound out the prospective 
market interest. 

First demonstration house 
under construction in Romania 
using the new type of wall block 

Car 11 at the platform in Oswestry. 
Accessibility guaranteed 



PI-PC: 
FLEXIBLE PRODUCTION 

OF PAVIORS, FLOOR TILES & 
TEXTURED SLABS 

NOW POSSIBLE 
A simple adaptation to JPA roofing 
equipment adds on a multi-product 
facility, doubling the output and 
providing a wide variety of hard surface 
products. 
The activity of ‘pattern-imprinting’ (PI) is 
already well established in the creation 
of driveways with textured surfaces 

simulating the effect of block paving.  
JPA has made an innovative step by 
introducing surface texturing and 

profile shaping into the precast (PC) 
process.  Instead of having to hold a 
stock of special moulds to form each 
product in the range, the customer now 
just buys one each of different forming 
skirts and pattern-imprinting tools.  The 
basic equipment comprises a series of 
metal stands which transmit the 
vibration into the wet concrete during 
moulding and then build up into a stack 
for setting without any need for shelves 
or racking. 

BOGIE DEVELOPMENT GATHERS PACE  Brush Traction to undertake design to PPM specification 

The development continues of the 
PPM bogie (see Parry News 39), 
which will allow PPM vehicles to be 
larger than previous designs with 
two-axle chassis.   Brush Traction, 
the UK's foremost locomotive 
engineers, are to undertake the 
work. 
 The new design breaks rail 
convention by incorporating a 
complete powertrain, including LPG 
engine and flywheel, into a 
detachable bogie that can be quickly 
removed from the vehicle for 
maintenance.  The vehicle can return 
to service immediately after a bogie 
swap and continue to earn revenue 

while servicing is carried out. 
The powered bogie concept also 
provides redundancy in the event of 
failure and places most critical 
components on an easily-removed 
unit.   This interchangeability has 
many features in common with the 
‘power by the hour’ provision of 
aircraft engines, which are swapped 
at airports en route. 
Initial bogies will be designed to use 
LPG as a fuel and run on branch 
lines but there is a larger market if 
the design can be adapted to 
other uses.  These include 
tramcars with low-floor sections 
and vehicles using different power 
sources and operating on different 
track gauges. 
With the assistance of HM Railway 
Inspectorate, Centro and the 
Strategic Rail Authority, Parry 

engineers are preparing a detailed 
performance specification, including 
full details of the PPM powertrain 
and the standards that must be met.  
Once the design is complete, Brush 
will manufacture the frames for 
delivery to the component assembly 
workshop for installation of the 
powertrain. 
Powered chassis: 
a new product range 
Complete vehicles are not the only 
PPM products.  In several potential 
export markets the possibility exists 
for local manufacture of vehicle 
bodies - for example by bus 

manufacturers. 
PPM can supply bogies or two-axle 
chassis, ready for fitting to 
separately-procured bodies.  In this 
way, PPM will win business for its 
unique capability and knowledge, 
local industry will be boosted and the 
new transport system using the PPM 
concept will benefit the economy, the 
environment and the transport 
needs of the community. 

GOING SOLAR 
DOWN UNDER 

In September 2004, PPM was approached by 
an Australian company with a proposal that 
could bring entirely emission-free transport.  
Going Solar, based in Melbourne, is a 
specialist in the technology and techniques of 
solar power.  PPM vehicles' low energy 
requirements make them ideal to make the 
most of free energy from the sun. 
Going Solar envisage solar panels covering 
the roofs of tram stations supplying PPM's 
intermittent power needs, where vehicles 
pick up electricity at the stops only. 
There are at least five potential uses for such 

transport systems in the state of Victoria.  
These include Melbourne’s inner-city zones, 
new housing developments in Caroline 
Springs, an environmentally sensitive area at 
Phillip Island and a regional airport link in the 
northern part of the State. 
Seriously green power 
A partnership between Going Solar and JPA is 
already planned to provide technical 
expertise and professional advice: a one-stop 
shop for green transport solutions. 
In order to prove the concept, PPM Car 6 is 
being modified to become a solar showcase 
at the Cradley Heath site.  When the British 
weather doesn't permit operation by solar 
power alone, the principle of electrical power 
can be demonstrated with the mains supply. 

TECHNICAL NEWS 

Parry News compiled by Derek Oldfield,  
Caspar Lucas, Paul Barker, Somia Shafait 

JPM Parry & Associates Ltd, Overend Road,  
Cradley Heath, West Midlands B64 7DD, UK 

Tel +44 (0) 1384 569 171 
Fax +44 (0) 1384 637 753 

Email: info@parryassociates.com 
www.parrytech.com 
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Solar Interchange 

PI-PC Plant 

PPM 170 in low-level access tram format: made possible by the PPM bogie 

Parry multi-
product plant 

PPM/tramway interchange with solar 
panel roof, courtesy of 

Going Solar 


