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Georgia development specifies lightweight ôtrolleyõ circulator system 

PPM AMERICAN BREAKTHROUGH 

TIDEWATER DEVELOPMENTS, based in Americaõs southern 

state of Georgia, has embarked on a project which signals the 

kind of local neighbourhood which will probably become more 

prevalent in a future, more sustainable world which favours 

genteel lifestyles. 

Parry People Movers self-powered trams have been selected 

by Tidewaterõs proprietor, Chip Drury, for a new development 

on the southern Georgia coast. There is to be a 

circulator system connecting a development of 

over 1,300 modern homes designed in a 

traditional style with inns, taverns, quaysides and 

other amenities reminiscent of a time before the 

automobile and highways came to dominate most 

areas of America. 

The location is Laurel Island, which ñ though 

surrounded by salt marshes and estuary waters ñ 

has well-drained, firm ground ideal for building. 

Previously barely known, even to local residents of 

nearby Kingsland and St Maryõs, Laurel Island has 

been made accessible by construction of a 

direct road to the newly-named ôLaurel Island Interchangeõ on 

Interstate 95 running to South Carolina Florida. 

PPMLõs chairman John Parry visited the area in early 

September and confirmed to the project promoters the 

suitability of the location for tramway construction and 

operation. 
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THAILAND TSUNAMI 

RECONSTRUCTION 

USING PARRY TILES 
JPA ASSOCIATE 

Tony Barry, who 

lives in Kuala 

Lumpur, recently 

visited the coastal 

area of Thailand 

which was struck 

by the Indian 

Ocean tsunami on 

Boxing Day 2004. 

He encountered 

Parry Associatesõ 

micro-concrete 

roofing tiles being 

used in the 

reconstruction 

work. 

Story and 

pictures, page 3 
The tranquil area of Laurel Island where the residential 

and leisure development is planned (Photo J Parry) 

STOURBRIDGE RAILCARS ON NATIONAL TELEVISION 
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Stourbridge is one of Britainôs more interesting marginal constituencies 

and has been selected as the location for the BBC1 Sunday morning 

óPolitics Showô in the run up to next yearôs General Election. Presenter 

David Thompson is about to board the railcar at Stourbridge Town. 

(Photo courtesy BBC1) 

Where the tsunami 

struck: signposted due 

to visitor interest 



PLAYING HARD-BALL 

 IN DETROIT 
Detroitõs population has fallen from 2 million 

in recent years to below 800,000 but there 

are still individuals at large who are not 

lacking in wealth and confidence. 

One of my tasks during my September 2009 

visit to the United States was to seek out 

potential investors interested in ôpump 

primingõ the introduction of Parry People 

Movers into the North America market. 

Nowadays, most individuals who have deep 

pockets seem also to have rather short 

arms, but I found myself sitting across the 

table from a successful Detroit businessman 

with both the wherewithal and the clear 

decisive nature of someone who knew 

exactly how to make money work. 

ôYour product is brilliant, Mr Parry, but having 

worked since 1992 and only sold two is less 

impressive. What needs to happen now is to 

establish a series of high quality national 

agents in countries such as India and China 

where things are really moving, and go out 

and get the orders your company needs to 

make some real money,õ 

ôEr, yes.õ 

ôWe will do this for you from our base in 

America and require that, because the Brits 

have been so lethargic in their response to 

this great opportunity, you will need to close 

down your English operation and let all of 

your people go. This is not an option, and if 

you donõt agree to it, Iõm out!õ (as said 

frequently on the Dragons Den programme). 

ôAll right then, you ARE out,õ was the only 

reply possible.  Keep on looking, John 

ôIWBG/YWBGõ: HOW THE LONG-TERMERS TAKE US FOR A RIDE 
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THE FINANCIAL 

meltdown impacting 

on almost all of us is 

substantially the 

result of cynical 

behaviour. 

People on the bottom 

rung of the economic 

ladder have been 

duped into taking on 

loans which they would be unlikely ever 

to be able to repay. Taking on a 30-year 

mortgage to purchase a trailer home 

which, like a car, will lose most of its 

value in 15 years? This was repeated 

hundreds of thousands of times in 

America. Paying a mortgage on property 

worth less than the total sum 

outstanding leads to the inevitable 

ôstreet smartõ decision to hand the asset 

back to the lender. 

In Britain, the credit cards just kept 

coming... Who were the people who set 

up the deal a decade or so ago and who 

received handsome commissions at the 

time? I recently learned of the 

abbreviation ôIWBG/YWBGõ (I will be gone 

- you will be gone). So thatõs how ôtoxic 

assetsõ are made .  

There is something in the culture which 

switches off the attention of ordinary 

people when discussion turns to 20-30 

years in the future. Focus is lost in the 

naive belief that anyone with the mental 

grasp to see so far forward in time must 

be very clever and can be trusted to 

make plans that will be realised by 2040-

2050. Donõt you believe it. They could be 

taking us for a ride, just as the mortgage 

salesmen did. 

I recall the argument that flared up 

between the academics and non-

academics in the Technology Foresight 

programme, which was commissioned by 

the Cabinet Office in the early 1990s. 

This had dared to involve people actually 

running real companies participating in a 

major ôfuturologyõ exercise. 

The Transport Panel, of which I was a 

member, came to the conclusion that 

ôforesightõ should not be the sole 

prerogative of scientists, economists and 

sociologists working in academia but ñ 

where practical findings were emerging ñ 

the present-day public and private sector 

should know of them and be ready to 

apply them straightaway if appropriate.  

I remember saying ôthe future starts 

tomorrowõ. But in the end the word 

ôtechnologyõ was removed from the 

programme name (inappropriate in so 

called ôpost-industrialõ Britain?). The 

people involved in everyday practical 

research and development then faded 

out of the picture. Now we have just 

ôForesightõ. 

All was not lost, however. On the basis of 

the future starting tomorrow, the 

Transport Panel selected the Foresight 

Projects: The Informed Traveller, 

Foresight Vehicle and Clear Zones. 

Working groups were formed reporting 

back to the main panel. These ideas 

have actually taken hold. Journey 

planning using the internet is now what 

thousands of people do every day. The 

successful development of UK supply 

chains supporting foreign-owned vehicle 

manufacturing owes much to the 

Foresight Vehicle initiative. Among many 

other applications, ôClear Zoneõ thinking 

contributed to the success of 

Nottinghamõs new tramway by excluding 

heavy, polluting traffic from the city 

centre. 

The Clear Zones concept has a long way 

to go yet. Britainõs new Eco-Towns 

actually could play an important part in 

new development planning. In America, 

the vision has been given the title 

ôTransit-Oriented Developmentõ, which 

could come into being in southern 

Georgia as described in this newsletter. 

There is something in the meantime that 

we must increasingly watch out for: 

letting the study of the future be 

dominated by people who know they can 

get away with vague generalities. They 

are being paid well years before their 

expensive opinions get tested and when 

the chickens come home to roost. They 

Will Be Gone: ôTWBGõ 
by John Parry 

Comment 

ASSOCIATES, AGENTS AND REPRESENTATIVES 
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AS REPORTED in the March 2009 issue 

of Parry News the anaerobic digestion 

technology for converting organic waste 

products into useful energy is being 

worked on by Parry Associates with Dr. 

David Fulford at Reading University who 

has formed a new company - Aggrowgas 

Ltd.  

JPAõs East Africa-based director, Nick 

Evans, will be visiting the UK in October 

and will discuss the conversion of human 

toilet waste into harmless solids and 

effluent which is the priority for most 

African cities. 

Progress is continuing on the design of 

precast concrete building blocks for the 

anaerobic digester wall construction.  

PARRY TILES USED IN TSUNAMI RECONSTRUCTION  
IN AUGUST 2009 our friend and 

associate Tony Barry, who lives in Kuala 

Lumpur Malaysia and is a civil engineer, 

was surveying road conditions in the 

ôIndonesia-Malaysia-Thailand growth 

Triangleõ when he took a few hours off to 

visit the area round Phuket and Ban Pru 

Teaw. This was the area of Thailandõs 

west-facing coast which was hit hardest 

by the Tsunami on December 26th 

2004. This had affected localities in four 

other countries, Northern Sumatra in 

Indonesia, the Maldives, Tamil Nadu in 

India and Sri Lanka. 

Tony was able to make a photographic 

record of the reconstruction now almost 

complete and was pleased to report the 

results of Parry customer Geoffrey 

Wheeler who had made effective use of 

micro concrete roofing tiles and his own 

version of stabilised soil blocks in the 

reconstruction. 

An area of 

Western 

Thailand where 

buildings were 

flattened by the 

Tsunami, now 

substantially 

rebuilt (Photos 

Tony Barry) 

Smart, modern, new dwellings roofed with 

Parry Micro Concrete tiles ready for 

occupation on the Thailand coast 
Photo taken by John Parry during a visit to 

the Tsunami affected area 10 days after the 

disaster ð a coastal village in Sri Lanka 
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BUILDING MATERIALS  

NEWS IN BRIEF 
In mid August JPA were copied in on 

correspondence between the World 

Health Organisation and the World Bank 

which are taking a close interest in 

products which might replace asbestos 

cement roofing, The subject of the 

discussion was the long term experience 

by the Nepal Schools Project using Parry 

equipment to produce tiles in that 

country. 

Michael Rojik, a Canadian, who runs the 

program is particularly complimentary 

about the three Parry vibrating machines 

which have now been in use for over 20 

years. School classrooms with Parry 

lightweight concrete tile roofs are now in 

use all over Nepal which is seen as 

encouraging by the international officials 

looking into this. 

Meanwhile the asbestos cement industry 

is fighting back by claiming that there 

are no safe, affordable alternatives to 

using that material in developing 

countries. Parry Associates are supplying 

evidence of the successful use, on a 

reasonably significant scale, of the 

roofing tile system in other developing 

countries such as Malawi, Kenya, 

Zambia, the Gambia, and Central 

American states. 

ANGOLA  

A customer who requested a quote in July 

this year has followed up their initial enquiry 

and placed a firm order for a hand-powered 

Roman II roof tile plant with 100 moulds and 

accessories.  

GHANA  

Following the report in our July edition, 

Kuottam Construction have requested 

additional roof tile moulds to expand the 

plant they purchased in June of this year. 

ZAMBIA  

The charity Build IT International continues 

to expand its programme in Zambia with a 

further purchase of ôHigh & Dryõ equipment 

for lightweight floors with the promise of 

further orders, some later this year. A plant 

to expand their roof tile making capacity has 

also been shipped. 

LONG TERM SUCCESS OF PARRY ROOFING TILES IN NEPAL 

BIODIGESTER BUILDING BLOCKS 

TAKE SHAPE 

JPAõs commercial director, Maureen 

Freeman, inspects the first batch  

of blocks from the new moulds 



PARTS OF THE eastern seaboard of the 

United States are reminiscent of Japanõs 

Inland Sea and Australiaõs Queensland 

coast. From Charleston in South 

Carolina, along the coast of Georgia to 

Jacksonville in Florida, the coast is 

protected from Atlantic waves by a string 

of long islands and reefs. This has 

created secluded localities with 

environments of great tranquillity only a 

short distance from bustling urban areas 

further inland. 

Chip Drury is a ôlocal boy made goodõ 

from the small southern Georgia city of 

St Maryõs. From the international golf 

circuit, he moved to a successful career 

in banking before moving into real estate 

development. Travelling the world, he 

realised that in his own country ñ which 

is so dependent on the automobile ñ 

there would be people seeking a quieter 

lifestyle, hence the popularity of places 

such as Nantucket and Newport. 

Out of this realisation, Drury recalled 

Laurel Island, a raised bluff by a bend in 

the Laurel River which was a place of 

wetlands, live oak forests and unlimited 

access by water to other islands and the 

mainland. While Laurel Island is only 5 

miles from Interstate 95, Drury has 

envisioned how, over the bridge, he can 

create a unique village-like atmosphere 

with discretely placed inns, private 

homes and leisure amenities set into the 

natural beauty of the area. 

The whole concept is being promoted as 

an investment opportunity ñ one of 

many conceived during Americaõs recent 

era of extraordinary real estate 

development. 

However, for Laurel Island the idea, 

ahead of its time, was to be far less 

dependent on the automobile. The 

technical issue to face was how could 

people, young and not so young, be able 

to move around without wide highways 

and avenues? 

Originally, Drury envisaged that low 

environmental-impact electric vehicles 

based on the ubiquitous electric golf 

buggies would be the basic means of 

circulation on the island. Meanwhile, his 

lead architects, Kevin Hart Associates, 

while involved in the design and layout of 

the new buildings had, been working on 

the concept of ôTransit-Oriented 

Developmentõ. This uses rail-based 

circulator systems (similar to the local 

trolleys and streetcars which used to run 

in so many towns and cities in North 

America a century earlier). After 

searching far and wide for a tramway 

technology which used small vehicles, 

did not bring with it the visual intrusion 

 

of overhead wires and was still clean and 

highly efficient, Kevin Hart came across 

the PPM system in 2007. Chip Drury 

appraised this and has decided to 

specify it as the preferred circulator 

mode. 

Political leaders and officials of the local 

small cities of St Maryõs and Kingsland 

have been made aware of this possible 

light rail development and various 

extensions of the circulator system are 

being contemplated. One will be to an 

interchange point where visitors can 

catch a regular rail shuttle from ôLaurel 

Island Interchangeõ to Laurel Island. 

Parking facilities could be established at 

which visitors could leave their cars. 

A privately owned ôshort lineõ freight 

railroad could interchange with the spur 

track, inviting the prospect of railcar 

services connecting to St Maryõs and 

Kingsland. 

Kevin Hart Associates have now been 

given the task of project managing the 

design, promotion and realisation of the 

PPM circulator system which is likely to 

be first of its kind in North America. 
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Meeting on September 11th 2009 with  

the Mayor and officials from the City of 

Kingsland. Left to right: Gwen Mungin, City 

Manager; Mayor Kenneth Smith; John Parry; 

Quentin McPhatter, Deputy City Manager; 

Chip Drury 

NEW DEVELOPMENT IN AMERICA SPECIFIES PPM 

A freight line near St Maryôs, used to 

transport petroleum products, could 

also be used for passenger services 

Artists impression of high quality 

housing proposed for Laurel Island  

Part of the route of the proposed 

trolley line at Laurel Island 

ôTrolleyõ circulator for Laurel Island, GA 


