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#1 Railcar No. 139 001 (left) arrives at Stourbridge Juncion
“= for the first time on 1fh May 2009 to join No. 139 002

NEW SCHOOL OPENING IN PAkis:

BUTEMPA SCHOOL i n Thg schoblivas @esigned with input
Central Province was formally openedfrom the local community. Parry roof
in June 2009 in a ceremony attended tiles give the classrooms a cool and
by the provincial education officer andairy environment for pupils, while

Mrs Sue Lucas, the chairmanof UK Bui | d | Tds wuse of

charity Build IT International which is production has produced new jobs
and livelihoods in the area.
Hexagonal school completed, page 3

involved in a programme of school
construction in the country.

Parry People Movers Ltd (PPML), and Pre Metro Operations Ltd (PMOL)

{ THE TWO PPM 60 railcas® C |

July 2009
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Class 139 enters service at Stourbridge

ass 1396 in
railway terminology have entered passenger

&1 service on the Stourbridge Town branch: a
8l breakthrough for lightweight rail.

Ordered as part of the London Midland franchise
and financed by Porterbrook Leasing Company, the
two vehicles making up
Stourbridge for the first time on 17th May after the
delivery of No. 139 001 to join its sister on the
branch line.

A phasingin period starting at the end of March saw
passengers being carried by Parry People Movers
technology once again betyv
and Junction stations, after the successful
experiment al operation
prototype railcar in 200506. It was that period of
Sundaysonly running that convinced Govia, owners
of London Midland, to include lightweight rail in
their successful franchise bid.

By late June both Class 139 vehicles had entered
passenger service, and thousands of passenger
journeys had been made in them. On 22nd June
intensive service saw over 200

ips along the branch line made by
139 001. Making one journey in each direction
every ten minutes, the railcar easily met its
operational specification and gave Stourbridge
Town its best ever train servicemade possible by
theo spraghtly perforemanicenand short turnaround
times achievable with this type of rolling stock.

The introduction of the PPM 60s also marks the
successful transformation of Pre Metro Operations
into a fullyfledged subcontract train operator,
running the Stourbridge Town service on behalf of
London Midland.

Class 139 delivered and into service, page 4
Public views of the new operation, page 5
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NOT QUITE SO BARMY AFTEI

|1 WiLLremember for for that bit of past barminess. As a resultEven some railwaymen have become

some time having  of the past commitment of railway supporters, having reached a conviction
woken up to the preservationists, we count another that the potential for a new form of more
BBC News possible 30 towns. That makes 70 townsaffordable, short line suburban railway
Headlines on 15th  which could be provided with a railway based on hybridised traction with
June 2009. In connection comparatively cheaply! recovered kinetic energy as the second
by John Parry amongst all the Hybridisation source i s so relevant
gloom over the disputed election in Iran, The most outrageous (truly barmy) that it should be helped to succeed. The
and over one poor Scots lady dying of suggestion of all, which began to be adjective O6barmyd has
swine o6fl u, It h o u gnblémemed in tha mid 19908 was that affectionately ascribed by one of the
deceiving me over the third, much more - providing the correct circumstances  people in the ranks to himself and his
positive, item. Th ivereceeatdd tbr segnegated @eratibna icolledgies, on the basis that the road to
Train Operating Companies have begun a new form of rolling stock could be success would be so long and hard that
making a strong business case for based around an orboard kinetic energy normal investment considerations would
reconnecting 40 towns to the national r ecovery system. aoi\be auffiGieht toysostain sappgrh t  a s k
rail network by reopening branch lines. 6 Sur el y t hi s i s n o Hensanwetl favereen right froth@ stavti t h
Aspiration OKERSO technol ogy pdntin1992.sDelayed offigiah t | vy
When we put this as a notion to the being developed by the Formula 1 motorrecognition of the relevance of our

Strategic Rail Authority in 2003, it was racing teams in order to increase the approach made it particularly dependent

di smi ssed as so Oaspirséatrangbkdaad t o orbtefaksightetness of our supparters s ? 6
close to barmy. And, somewhat late in Yes, exactly the same principle as the seeing the project from a long term

the day, the thoroughly unjoinedip PPM traction technology described by perspective. However the longer term is
thinking of the Men from the Ministry some experts in the rail industry as beinghow happening, and despite John

laid the plans for the proposed newEco o f & ni ght mar-becduseofo MagyhaedK e Yy p6sds witty ob:

Towns with scant regard for the need to the inclusion of a flywheel to store are not all dead. Far from it: we are alive
connect them to railway arteries. This energy to reuse for acceleration. and kicking and preparing to realise the
omission is now challenged at the same Barmy it may have been called, but the dream.

time in the train cooocegwahich emsrged is eow featured Realisation

agenda. on Page 1 of this newsletter with the two The reason why all this talk of railway
Why only 40 towns? By great good railcars now carrying passengers on the reopening is so significant in our People

fortune the ©6bar my StoudsedgeTownibmareh lineoThe amlff Mover story is that- as a result of the
people who refused to let old branch lineway for such a difficult project to have investment in hybrid traction, braking
railway track be melted down like scrap come about was as a result of a energy recovery and lightweighting of
iron has made them the proud remarkable loyal army of supporters and chassis and coachwork a concept has
possessors of almost a thousand miles collaborators. Occupations past and emerged which greatly lowers the

of railways, many of which are suitable tgresent are very wide ranging: bank threshold of costs of operating short line
be turned into useful public transport ~ managers, teachers, patent attorneys, railways. Every feasibility study which

corridors - connecting towns such as bus drivers, doctors, consultants, runs up against doubts over commercial
Bewdley, Wallingford and Chinnor to clergymen, sales reps, engineers, viability doing the job conventionally with
busy junctions on the rail network. policemen, county councillors, senior  heavy rail technology can now consider a
Adjustments may need to be made to  academics, finance directors, communitymore affordable option.
accommodate both heritage and new  workers, small business people, civil Al I can say is ©6Joi
stock - but nothing like the task of servants, judges and magistrates, and may not be quite as daft as some people
rebuilding the whole line. Thank heavencharity workers are some examples. think!d
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ZAMBIA SCHOOL COMPLETED WITH HEXAGO

Parry roof tiles cover new two-classroom building in Butempa

BUILD IT INTERNATIONAL formally handed over a new school to tiMdr Ngoma, the loca
local community on 11th June 2009. This will trigger the Ministry of Provincial '

Education to send the community a trained teacher: good news for Education officer, [ NN "\\\\ “\\\\

i

the 300 children of Butempa and surrounding villages in rural attended the
Zambia. ceremony and was | 1
Designed by the community with a local architect, the school took highly impressed. I 1
nine months to complete at a cost of £25,000. It replaces temporaryHe even suggested |1 . ' l -
mud-brick and grass structures and provides a cool and light space that the building .. -
for children to learn in. The unusual six sided rooms are built from was too good for a o
stabilised soil blocks and Parry tiles all made on site by the local ~ rural community
people trained by Build IT International. and should be in
town!
Andrew Jowett,
Build I'T
UKdbased director,
commented:6 We are delighted, not just
_ opportunities that the project has created for local people. At least

¥ three of the builders we trained are now busy on other projects and
have the ambition to establish their own small businesses in a very
poor part of the world.d
Build IT International is currently working on
hree more schools in Zambia that should be
ompleted by early 2010.

INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR JAMIIBOR/

PARRY BUILDING materials technologieBarry Associates became involved as  various activities, from micro finance to
are being extensively used in one of the suppliers of the vibrating machines and new settlement construction. The
most remarkable initiatives to help the moulds to produce the 2.4 million blocks authorities in Kenya have encouraged

Thexgnal shape reflects t
traditional round house design

I n

o at Butempa in the sunllg n

poor of a third world country. and 1.9 million roofing tiles needed for the establishment of JamiiBora Makau: a
JamiiBora, founded in 1999 in Kenya, the houses and schools. development organisation with a wider
was born out of the decision by fifty International interest remit.

beggars from Mathare Valley shanty During a presentation to the 100th This will look into requests for new

town to ask the experienced International Rotary Convention at the programmes of activity in different
development aid worker Mrs Ingrid NEC on 22nd June 2009, Ingrid Munro regions of Kenya. At the same time, a
Munr o to hel p t he mpaidtibuedo the esadntialTdteglayed request from the nearby state of Burundi
Dreamd to raise t hbykarg kquipmentand techmichl will probably lead to a new, similar
poverty. The meeting of minds between support in the construction of Kaputiei organisation being established in that
the shanty town representatives and New Town. country as well.

Ingrid and her associates concluded thatThere are now further developments Meanwhile Ingrid is having to resist calls
this could not happen using aid hand  taking place which illustrate the to conferences throughout the world to
outs but must instead be done through recognition which the JamiiBora explain the amazing success story which

small business development.
The means used was
which could be released and secured b
mutual guarantee of loans to members
of the community. Small business loans
have resulted in a galaxy of enterprises Kaputici
including fish wholesaling, hairdressing, for our members
mobile kitchens serving food to local -
schools, transporting goods by hand
carts, and making paper bags for marke
stall holders.
In 2009 JamiiBora has grown to an
organisation with 235,000 members,
serviced by 90 branches throughout
Kenya and 160 smaller outlets. As well
as loans, the organisation provides
health insurance recognised by 52
hospitals. Insurance is provided at
affordable rates, as low as US$14 per
year for a family of six.
The most visible impact of the JamiiBorg®a
operation in Kenya has been the Director of Jamiibora Ingrid Munro (far left) at the podium addressing deleg@ites
creation of a brand new town at Kaputiei to the 100th International Rotary Convention on 22nd June at the NEC
for 10,000 residents. This is where Birmingham, with a recent photograph of Kaputiei New Town on the scrgen
g P grap p

organisation has achieved with its has started in Kenya.

New Town is being built
by our members




TWO CLASS 139 RAILCARS NOW IN S

Thousands of passengers being carried by lightweight rail on Stourbridge Town branch
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BY THE END OF June 2009 the much
delayed introduction of two Parry Peopld
Moversbuilt Class 139 railcars was
beginning to settle down into a regular
service operation. The management of
the train operating company for the Wes
Midlands franchise, London Midland,
had been extremely anxious about the
impact that commissioning a technology
of rail vehicle radically different from
what they were familiar with might have

new technology by covering spells out of
service with a Class 153 heavy railcar.
This turned out to be a very practicable
arrangement. The crews of the two
different types of railcar, coordinated by
London Midland Cont
separationd issues
Rail signallers, produced a surprisingly
smooth service. By the end of June the
need for phasingin was beginning to
ease and the Class 153 gradually
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on passenger experience and on the all
important Public Performance Measure.
This other O8PPMG6 i
that company®d6s ach
formally assessed.

After the first trial introduction during
late-March to midMay with only one
railcar (No. 139 002) available, it
became clear that the need to pull this
new vehicle out of service every couple
of days for adjustments and fault
rectification was incompatible with
London Mi d-idangnoperagional
responsibilities. The type of
commissioning issues which arose
included minor leaks in the pneumatic
system causing the brakes to slightly
engage, which slowed the railcar down
on the up gradient out of Stourbridge
Town, and

t teume&@ df teeméheaey

_I A busy scene at Stourbridge Junctiob_

hydrostatic equipment in order to give Railcar 139 001 flies in!

drivarshmere soletla control everb y  w Earlgifmthe morning of Sunday 17th
aceelemtine, which at the beginning wasMay, the Class 139 fleet at Stourbridge

too jerky for comfort. Another aspect  was completed with 139 001 joining its
causing initial commissioning difficulties sister. At the same time, the prototype

for Pre Metro Operation crews concerneP PM 50 vehicl e (known
the fuelling arrangements based on had operated the historic Sunday

propane gas in bottles. An uneven experimental service in 200506, could

supply and the complexity of pipework be taken away from Stourbridge for the

and indicators between the four last time.

cylinders occasionally indicated that one As with the delivery of 139 002 in

orether were empty when actually full. January, 139 001 was lifted by crane

As a result of the need for some short  directly from the back of the delivery

periods out of service, and with only one lorry on to the tracks at Stourbridge

railcar as yet available, London Town, from where it ran under its own

Mi dl andds managi ng powerupgatheaepot Somgopnid at n
Banaghan concluded that the best way Stourbridge Junction. Once this move
forward was not 100 percent conversion had been completed, it was time for the

to lighprboessotbphaseevrdset

withdrawn.
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No. 139 001 sets off up tHie!
branch for the first time..

SUNDAY MORNING IN S

TOURBRIDGE: 1

and joins 139 002 just north o
Stourbridge Junction...

... while at the Town station, the PPM
is lifted for its return to Cradley Heat




