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THE FLEETõS IN! 
Class 139 enters service at Stourbridge 

NEW SCHOOL OPENING IN ZAMBIA 
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THE TWO PPM 60 railcars - ôClass 139õ in British 

railway terminology - have entered passenger 

service on the Stourbridge Town branch: a 

breakthrough for lightweight rail. 

Ordered as part of the London Midland franchise 

and financed by Porterbrook Leasing Company, the 

two vehicles making up the ôfleetõ came together at 

Stourbridge for the first time on 17th May after the 

delivery of No. 139 001 to join its sister on the 

branch line. 

A phasing-in period starting at the end of March saw 

passengers being carried by Parry People Movers 

technology once again between Stourbridgeõs Town 

and Junction stations, after the successful 

experimental operation using the ôPPM 50õ 

prototype railcar in 2005-06.  It was that period of 

Sundays-only running that convinced Govia, owners 

of London Midland, to include lightweight rail in 

their successful franchise bid. 

By late June both Class 139 vehicles had entered 

passenger service, and thousands of passenger 

journeys had been made in them.  On 22nd June 

the first day of intensive service saw over 200 

public service trips along the branch line made by 

139 001.  Making one journey in each direction 

every ten minutes, the railcar easily met its 

operational specification and gave Stourbridge 

Town its best ever train service - made possible by 

the sprightly performance and short turnaround 

times achievable with this type of rolling stock. 

The introduction of the PPM 60s also marks the 

successful transformation of Pre Metro Operations 

into a fully-fledged subcontract train operator, 

running the Stourbridge Town service on behalf of 

London Midland. 

Class 139 delivered and into service, page 4 

Public views of the new operation, page 5 

Butempa school in Zambia 

brightens the life of local children 

Railcar No. 139 001 (left) arrives at Stourbridge Junction 

for the first time on 17th May 2009 to join No. 139 002  

BUTEMPA SCHOOL in Zambiaõs 

Central Province was formally opened 

in June 2009 in a ceremony attended 

by the provincial education officer and 

Mrs Sue Lucas, the chairman of UK 

charity Build IT International which is 

involved in a programme of school 

construction in the country. 

The school was designed with input 

from the local community.  Parry roof 

tiles give the classrooms a cool and 

airy environment for pupils, while 

Build ITõs use of local material 

production has produced new jobs 

and livelihoods in the area. 

Hexagonal school completed, page 3 



I WILL remember for 

some time having 

woken up to the 

BBC News 

Headlines on 15th 

June 2009. In 

amongst all the 

gloom over the disputed election in Iran, 

and over one poor Scots lady dying of 

swine ôflu, I thought my ears were 

deceiving me over the third, much more 

positive, item. This said that Britainõs 

Train Operating Companies have begun 

making a strong business case for 

reconnecting 40 towns to the national 

rail network by reopening branch lines. 

Aspiration 

When we put this as a notion to the 

Strategic Rail Authority in 2003, it was 

dismissed as so ôaspirationalõ as to be 

close to barmy.  And, somewhat late in 

the day, the thoroughly unjoined-up 

thinking of the Men from the Ministry 

laid the plans for the proposed new Eco-

Towns with scant regard for the need to 

connect them to railway arteries.  This 

omission is now challenged at the same 

time in the train companiesõ new 

agenda. 

Why only 40 towns? By great good 

fortune the ôbarmyõ determination of 

people who refused to let old branch line 

railway track be melted down like scrap 

iron has made them the proud 

possessors of almost a thousand miles 

of railways, many of which are suitable to 

be turned into useful public transport 

corridors - connecting towns such as 

Bewdley, Wallingford and Chinnor to 

busy junctions on the rail network. 

Adjustments may need to be made to 

accommodate both heritage and new 

stock - but nothing like the task of 

rebuilding the whole line.  Thank heaven 

for that bit of past barminess. As a result 

of the past commitment of railway 

preservationists, we count another 

possible 30 towns. That makes 70 towns 

which could be provided with a railway 

connection comparatively cheaply! 

Hybridisation 

The most outrageous (truly barmy)  

suggestion of all, which began to be 

implemented in the mid 1990s, was that 

- providing the correct circumstances 

were created for segregated operations - 

a new form of rolling stock could be 

based around an on-board kinetic energy 

recovery system.  ôWhat?õ you might ask,  

ôSurely this is not anything to do with the 

òKERSó technology that is currently 

being developed by the Formula 1 motor 

racing teams in order to increase the 

carsõ range and conserve their brakes?õ 

Yes, exactly the same principle as the 

PPM traction technology described by 

some experts in the rail industry as being 

of ônightmarish complexityõ - because of 

the inclusion of a flywheel to store 

energy to re-use for acceleration. 

Barmy it may have been called, but the 

concept which emerged is now featured 

on Page 1 of this newsletter with the two 

railcars now carrying passengers on the 

Stourbridge Town branch line. The only 

way for such a difficult project to have 

come about was as a result of a 

remarkable loyal army of supporters and 

collaborators.  Occupations past and 

present are very wide ranging: bank 

managers, teachers, patent attorneys, 

bus drivers, doctors, consultants, 

clergymen, sales reps, engineers, 

policemen, county councillors, senior 

academics, finance directors, community 

workers, small business people, civil 

servants, judges and magistrates, and 

charity workers are some examples. 

Even some railwaymen have become 

supporters, having reached a conviction 

that the potential for a new form of more 

affordable, short line suburban railway 

based on hybridised traction with 

recovered kinetic energy as the second 

source is so relevant to todayõs concerns 

that it should be helped to succeed. The 

adjective ôbarmyõ has even been 

affectionately ascribed by one of the 

people in the ranks to himself and his 

colleagues, on the basis that the road to 

success would be so long and hard that 

normal investment considerations would 

not be sufficient to sustain support. 

He may well have been right from a start 

point in 1992.  Delayed official 

recognition of the relevance of our 

approach made it particularly dependent 

on the farsightedness of our supporters 

seeing the project from a long term 

perspective. However the longer term is 

now happening, and despite John 

Maynard-Keynesõs witty observation, we 

are not all dead. Far from it: we are alive 

and kicking and preparing to realise the 

dream. 

Realisation 

The reason why all this talk of railway 

reopening is so significant in our People 

Mover story is that - as a result of the 

investment in hybrid traction, braking 

energy recovery and lightweighting of 

chassis and coachwork - a concept has 

emerged which greatly lowers the 

threshold of costs of operating short line 

railways.  Every feasibility study which 

runs up against doubts over commercial 

viability doing the job conventionally with 

heavy rail technology can now consider a 

more affordable option. 

All I can say is ôJoin the Barmy Army, we 

may not be quite as daft as some people 

think!õ 

NOT QUITE SO BARMY AFTER ALL? 
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ZAMBIA SCHOOL COMPLETED WITH HEXAGONAL ROOFS 

BUILD IT INTERNATIONAL formally handed over a new school to the 

local community on 11th June 2009.  This will trigger the Ministry of 

Education to send the community a trained teacher: good news for 

the 300 children of Butempa and surrounding villages in rural 

Zambia. 

Designed by the community with a local architect, the school took 

nine months to complete at a cost of £25,000.  It replaces temporary 

mud-brick and grass structures and provides a cool and light space 

for children to learn in. The unusual six sided rooms are built from 

stabilised soil blocks and Parry tiles all made on site by the local 

people trained by Build IT International. 

Mr Ngoma, the local 

Provincial 

Education officer, 

attended the 

ceremony and was 

highly impressed. 

He even suggested 

that the building 

was too good for a 

rural community 

and should be in 

town! 

Andrew Jowett, 

Build IT Internationalõs 

UKðbased director, 

commented:  ôWe are delighted, not just with the school, but with the 

opportunities that the project has created for local people. At least 

three of the builders we trained are now busy on other projects and 

have the ambition to establish their own small businesses in a very 

poor part of the world.õ 

Build IT International is currently working on 

three more schools in Zambia that should be 

completed by early 2010. 

PARRY BUILDING materials technologies 

are being extensively used in one of the 

most remarkable initiatives to help the 

poor of a third world country. 

JamiiBora, founded in 1999 in Kenya, 

was born out of the decision by fifty 

beggars from Mathare Valley shanty 

town to ask the experienced 

development aid worker Mrs Ingrid 

Munro to help them ôMake Real Their 

Dreamõ to raise themselves out of 

poverty.  The meeting of minds between 

the shanty town representatives and 

Ingrid and her associates concluded that 

this could not happen using aid hand-

outs but must instead be done through 

small business development. 

The means used was ôMicro Creditõ 

which could be released and secured by 

mutual guarantee of loans to members 

of the community.  Small business loans 

have resulted in a galaxy of enterprises 

including fish wholesaling, hairdressing,  

mobile kitchens serving food to local 

schools, transporting goods by hand 

carts, and making paper bags for market 

stall holders. 

In 2009 JamiiBora has grown to an 

organisation with 235,000 members, 

serviced by 90 branches throughout 

Kenya and 160 smaller outlets.  As well 

as loans, the organisation provides 

health insurance recognised by 52 

hospitals.  Insurance is provided at 

affordable rates, as low as US$14 per 

year for a family of six. 

The most visible impact of the JamiiBora 

operation in Kenya has been the 

creation of a brand new town at Kaputiei 

for 10,000 residents.  This is where 

Parry Associates became involved as 

suppliers of the vibrating machines and 

moulds to produce the 2.4 million blocks 

and 1.9 million roofing tiles needed for 

the houses and schools. 

International interest 

During a presentation to the 100th 

International Rotary Convention at the 

NEC on 22nd June 2009, Ingrid Munro 

paid tribute to the essential role played 

by Parry equipment and technical 

support in the construction of Kaputiei 

New Town. 

There are now further developments 

taking place which illustrate the 

recognition which the JamiiBora 

organisation has achieved with its 

various activities, from micro finance to 

new settlement construction.  The 

authorities in Kenya have encouraged 

the establishment of JamiiBora Makau: a 

development organisation with a wider 

remit. 

This will look into requests for new 

programmes of activity in different 

regions of Kenya.  At the same time, a 

request from the nearby state of Burundi 

will probably lead to a new, similar 

organisation being established in that 

country as well.   

Meanwhile Ingrid is having to resist calls 

to conferences throughout the world to 

explain the amazing success story which 

has started in Kenya. 
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR JAMIIBORA PROJECT  

Director of Jamiibora Ingrid Munro (far left) at the podium addressing delegates 

to the 100th International Rotary Convention on 22nd June at the NEC in 

Birmingham, with a recent photograph of Kaputiei New Town on the screen 

The rear of the buildings 

at Butempa in the sunlight 

The hexagonal shape reflects the 

traditional round house design 

Parry roof tiles cover new two-classroom building in Butempa 



BY THE END OF June 2009 the much-

delayed introduction of two Parry People 

Movers-built Class 139 railcars was 

beginning to settle down into a regular 

service operation.  The management of 

the train operating company for the West 

Midlands franchise, London Midland, 

had been extremely anxious about the 

impact that commissioning a technology 

of rail vehicle radically different from 

what they were familiar with might have 

on passenger experience and on the all-

important Public Performance Measure.  

This other õPPMõ is the measure by which 

that companyõs achievements are 

formally assessed. 

After the first trial introduction during 

late-March to mid-May with only one 

railcar (No. 139 002) available, it 

became clear that the need to pull this 

new vehicle out of service every couple 

of days for adjustments and fault 

rectification was incompatible with 

London Midlandõs over-riding operational 

responsibilities.  The type of 

commissioning issues which arose 

included minor leaks in the pneumatic 

system causing the brakes to slightly 

engage, which slowed the railcar down 

on the up gradient out of Stourbridge 

Town, and the need to ôfine-tuneõ the 

hydro-static equipment in order to give 

drivers more subtle control over 

acceleration, which at the beginning was 

too jerky for comfort.  Another aspect 

causing initial commissioning difficulties 

for Pre Metro Operation crews concerned 

the fuelling arrangements based on 

propane gas in bottles.  An uneven 

supply and the complexity of pipework 

and indicators between the four 

cylinders occasionally indicated that one 

or other were empty when actually full.  

As a result of the need for some short 

periods out of service, and with only one 

railcar as yet available, London 

Midlandõs managing director Stephen 

Banaghan concluded that the best way 

forward was not 100 percent conversion 

from heavy to light but to ôphase inõ the 

new technology by covering spells out of 

service with a Class 153 heavy railcar.  

This turned out to be a very practicable 

arrangement.  The crews of the two 

different types of railcar, coordinated by 

London Midland Control with ôsafe 

separationõ issues handled by Network 

Rail signallers, produced a surprisingly 

smooth service.  By the end of June the 

need for phasing-in was beginning to 

ease and the Class 153 gradually 

withdrawn. 

Railcar 139 001 flies in! 

Early in the morning of Sunday 17th 

May, the Class 139 fleet at Stourbridge 

was completed with 139 001 joining its 

sister.  At the same time, the prototype 

PPM 50 vehicle (known as ôCar 12õ) that 

had operated the historic Sunday 

experimental service in 2005-06, could 

be taken away from Stourbridge for the 

last time. 

As with the delivery of 139 002 in 

January, 139 001 was lifted by crane 

directly from the back of the delivery 

lorry on to the tracks at Stourbridge 

Town, from where it ran under its own 

power up to the depot compound at 

Stourbridge Junction.  Once this move 

had been completed, it was time for the 

process to be reversed and ôCar 12õ was 

TWO CLASS 139 RAILCARS NOW IN  SERVICE 
Thousands of passengers being carried by lightweight rail on Stourbridge Town branch 

Commissioning task aided by London Midlandõs ôphasing-inõ strategy 
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No. 139 001 sets off up the 

branch for the first time... 

... and is lifted into the air in 

front of  the PPM 50 

... and joins 139 002 just north of 

Stourbridge Junction... 

No. 139 001 arrives at 

Stourbridge Town by lorry... 

EARLY ONE SUNDAY MORNING IN STOURBRIDGE: 17th MAY 2009 

... while at the Town station, the PPM 50 

is lifted for its return to Cradley Heath 

The PPM 50 (left) leaves 

Stourbridge Junction for the last 

time, passing 139 002 in the spur 

A busy scene at Stourbridge Junction 


