SIMPLE QUESTIGE

Why should only th
fortunate few live close tog
a railway station?

In the three decades prior to 1980,
thousands of miles of railway routes in
Britain went out of public transport use. This
was a period when the conventional wisdom wa
that, due to massive investment in roads#
branch lines were unlikely to be needed in thg
future. Many of the vacated corridors remairt®
clear to this day, some with the track lifted o
with it left in place for possible future freightf "
use, others as leisure lines used to run historig. |
rolling stock lovingly preserved by volunteerss
Such has been the growth of traffic on loca’™
roads that resumption of passenger rail service<
can now be contemplatedd but not always in kg
their original form.
Rail patronage is growing strongly year by yes
but the industry is running out of ways o
providing additional capacity on existing trackd
and the pressures are greatest on urba
commuting.
With limited funds available, how do we increase .
the provision of suburban rail transport? S I M P L E AN SW [
A need for some fresh thinking... _ .

Rail Technology in a more affordable
This leaflet contains a railway map of Englan

and Wales with dozens of localities that have form increases the prospect of

unused infrastructure magnified in order tof (=0l ol=laliale MelV/=IE=Riglolbsr=Tale Bagll (o))
illustrate how it might be possible to bring railSfeyee={ R 1=l
connections to millions more people.
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Highlighted Selected Proposals
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Rowsley and Darley Dale to Matlock.2 4 ¢ A G K RANBOG FO00Saa G2 al if201Q:
Rail line connects Rowsley and Darley Dale with the Derwent Valley line to Derby. A light rail service could
support expanding retail developments in Rowsley, creating an environmentally friendly public transport wi
minimal investment in infrastructure.

Fleetwood to Poultonle-Fylde Recently proposed by ATOC as a scheme for immediate consideration, using
mothballed freight route. A lightweight rail service could link Fleetwood to the national rail network. Currently, roe
links are congested and the existing tram to Blackpool is aimed successfully, but specifically at the tourist market.
Bewdley to KidderminsterUsing the southern section of the preserved Severn Valley Railway, congested roa
between Stourport, Bewdley and Kidderminster could be remedied by the introduction of a lightweight rail service
dedicated park and ride station on the A456 East of Bewdley could serve a dual purpose, for commuters travellin
Kidderminster and beyond by rail, and for tourists wishing to reach the adjacent Safari Park by rail, to be met t
specialised tour vehicle, again avoiding some of the most congested roads in Worcestershire.
Wallingford to Cholsley! & ¢AGK GKS . SgRftSe& aSNWAOS:I (KAaA
WGNBSQ aSNWAYy3 [2YR2Yy®

Portishead to BristolA wider network solution to a locality plagued by road traffic bottlenecks. The populatior
growth in Portishead is identified as a prime reason for developments in public transport. Again, a disused frei
railway links Portishead with the freight line to Avonmouth Docks, and onward to Bristol, via Pill and Ashton G
football ground. Ideally, this light rail service would feed Bristol Temple Meads station via an urban light rail tramw
also using PPM technology.

Amman Valley RailwayAn example of several communities linked by a mothballed industrial line, which with minime
development could be connected by a speedy PPM shuttle service, tailored to local needs, to the Heart of Wales li
Gunnislake to Bere AlstorThe proposec
WKSF@e NIAEtQ NBAyY3:
Tavistock, with direct services terminati
there, opens up the potential for
lightweight PPM service tailored to tt
Gunnislake section, which would becom:
branch line.

Bodmin to Bodmin ParkwayAn ideal
scenario, with track to the out of tow
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preserved tourist line. An establish
service could also be eventually extenc
with reopening of the line as far
Padstow.

Oxenhope to KeighleyConnecting the
outlying suburbs of Keighley to a bt
commuter line, the Keighley and Wor
Valley steam railway is a comple
transport system in its own right, a gou
environment for a lightweight PPM railci
One of the oldest standard gaus
preserved railways in the UK, the line t
been subject to a Metro funded study |

Parry Peaple Movers

Parry People Movers supply
lightweight rail vehicles that fit
between the tram and train
modes. Authorised for branch line
operation, PPML rail vehicles are
equally applicable to street
running tramways.

Their low-noise, high-
performance hybrid power
systems give the benefits of
electric light rail without the need
for electrification. This is all being
achieved without compromise to

Lower capital costs 'E £

Lower energy use z

. Lower
operating costs e
Improved —

gradient capability

~ safety and functionality.

Ove Arup and Partners it was concluc
that too great a subsidy per passen
would be required for an ordinary re
service to operate. However, with tt
economic benefits of efficient lightweig!
railcars, this prospect may be possible.
Bedale to NorthallertonA service alread
proven during a PPM pilot scheme, t
2 Syaft SeRIES W/ 2YYd
superb example of the kind of tailored loc
enterprise that is suited to our lightweig!
railcars, linking high speed services on
ECML to the North and South.
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